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Canberransenjoythemagicalfestivalfinale-Opera bytheLake.PhotobySilas..""
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"The performers were simplymagnificent and the
compere Ross Sollywas also superb."

MrMicoestimatessome 12,000 peopleattendedthe

festival theatre events, both large and small, which

was an outstanding achievement.

He said the opening weekend that featured the

Fyshwick Fresh Food Markets Food and Dance

Spectacular and the Greek Glendi saw some

65,000 people participate, undeterred by the
inclement weather.
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111 "On the final Saturday, the Hellenic Club Carnivale

attracted a massive crowd.

CompetitiQujudge, Shirley

Pipitone, leader of the Canberra

)3rancil of the Garden Design Study

Group, was amazed at the quality

of the gardens entered, despite the

unpredictable weather.

As the winner of the 2006

Gardening Competition, Carol

had some sage advice toaQtile

green thumbs-inCauberra.
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"Gardening ishardworkLlt's worth jtlll th~.,

'end but a supportive husband who's wil1ing

to doillthe digging aud building is defii)jtely

anadvau!age!"

CarOl was presented with her award by the

"People make.Caruivale work and it was

sensational to see thousands of people dressed

up to the nines, dancing on the pavements to the

sounds of some incredible bands.

"Carnivale certainly brought out the Latin spirit
in Canberra and the festivaldemonstrated in no

uncertain terms that it.has come of age."

The National Multicultural Festival is an ACT

Government event, managed by the Office of

Multicultural and Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander Affairs in the Department of Disability,

Housing and Community Services.

Assisting young
people with
brain il1jurlf
Finding appropriate, affordable and
long tenn housing for young people
who have an acquired brain injury
(ABI)is an ongoing challenge for
governments right across Australia.

In many jurisdictions, the high cost and often

complex care needs associated with ABI means

that some youriger people have had no alternative

other than residential aged care.!

"The ACT has an extremely small number

of people under 50 livingin residential aged '.

care," said executive director of Disability ACT,'

LoisFord.

"However, there is a need to do more to assist

these people, both in terms of accommodation

and othe~ supports, including recreational

activities.

"Over the last 18 months Disability ACThas been

working to establish a new accommodation and

support model for a small group of Canberrans

withAB!.

"Through Housing ACT,a property fully modified

to house people with ABI was made available for
the service. .

"The first of the four male residents has already

moved into his new accommodation, while the

other residents will relocate by March."

For more information about the ABIinitiative, -

contact Sarah King on 13 3427.
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